
p am and I have been asked to
lead the renewal weekend this
year. We also plan to shake
things up a bit. The renewal

weekend hasn’t changed at all since it
was first written. If people only did
one renewal weekend, that would be
fine. But, unlike the Cursillo weekend,
this weekend is not supposed to be a
one time experience.

We have started to re-write the pro-
gram, keeping the same format, but
adding a theme and basing the talks
and meditations on that theme. We
still have some consultations to do,
with clergy, so we can’t tell you the
theme just yet.

What we can tell you is that we in-
tend to get people fired up and re-
newed with the same kind of fire that
most of us had after our own Cursillo
weekend. With that “fired up, renewal”
goal in mind, we are going to open up

the Marist House on Saturday night of
the weekend; and invite the whole
community to a concert by The Jesus
Project. We expect to have the concert
from 7-9 and then the participants on
the weekend will leave for chapel.
There will be time for fellowship be-
fore and after the concert. Please plan
on making the trip and reconnecting
with your brothers and sisters in
Christ. Attendance at closings have
been less than sparse. Isn’t it time we
remembered our own weekends and
how fired up and fearless we were?
Gathering together in community is
the only way to keep the fire burning.

The weekend is open to anybody
who has made Cursillo. This includes,
Catholic Cursillo, Walk to Emmaus,
Tres Dias, and Fourth Day. The name
on the door is not important. It’s the
name on your heart that matters. So,
let’s focus on Jesus; without Him we
are nothing. 

PEACE +
Bill & Pam Taylor

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the
renewal of all things, when the Son of
Man sits on his glorious throne, you who
have followed me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

~ Matthew 19:28 (NIV)
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when was your last renewal?
from the coordinators of Renewal Weekend

tripod
what’s up?
RENEWAL
WEEKEND 

Renewal Weekend 
March 18–20, 2011

Cursillo weekend

Cursillo weekend 
Nov 10–13, 2011 
(location TBA)

Day of Deeper
Understanding

DDU October 1, 2011
(location TBA)

ULTREYAS

All Saint’s Whitman –
7:30 pm  •  Mar 18  •
Apr 15  •  May 20
Good Shepherd Acton –
7:15 pm  •  Nov 11
Good Shepherd
Wareham – 7:30 pm
May 13
St. David’s S Yarmouth –
7:00 pm  •  Mar 4  •  
Apr 1  •  May 6  •  Jun 3
St. John’s Holbrook –
7:30 pm  •  Jun 17

in this issue
RENEWAL WEEKEND

THE JESUS PROJECT CONCERT

RENEWAL APPLICATION

GOD OPENS NEW DOORS

AN EVENING WITH
BISHOP SHAW

NEW WEBMASTERS

SECRETARIAT NEWS/SCHEDULE

SERVANT COMMUNITY

EDITOR’S CORNER

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Come and See
Invitation open to men
and women for the next 

Renewal Weekend
March 18–20, 2011

(The Marist House is closing and this will
be our LAST function at this facility.)

The Jesus Project in concert 
Invitation open to all Cursillistas 

Saturday night of the Renewal Weekend 
March 19, 2011  —  7:00–9:00pm

Brotherhood Hall––Downstairs where the closings are held
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Massachusetts Episcopal Cursillo®

Renewal Weekend
A p p l i c a t i o n

March 18-20, 2011

I wish to attend the Renewal Weekend scheduled for March 18–20, 2011. I understand the total

cost of a Renewal Weekend is $125.00. 

[ ] I have enclosed the full amount $125.00. [ ] I have enclosed a deposit of $25.00 and will 

pay the balance of $100.00 on the weekend. 

Please send this completed form and a check payable to MEC—Renewal Weekend and send to: 

MEC — Renewal Weekend
c/o Donna Tolley

109 Alewife Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360

Name: 

Address: 

City/Town: State: _____ ZIP ____________

Email address: 

Home Phone: (  _____  ) ________ - Gender   M    F    (circle one)

Occupation: 

Parish: Located in _____________________________

I made my Cursillo at: Date: __________________
(location) (approx if not known)

Dietary concerns (if any): 

Handicap limitations (if any): 

the tripod



w e have all heard the words that
God does not close one door
without opening another! Well,
the Secretariat has been in-

volved in many new and important
changes in the Cursillo movement in
Massachusetts in the past few months.
In our work to serve Christ, we have
tried to look at ways to strengthen
Cursillo. We all stood at one time at
the altar and received our cross with
the words spoken to us “Jesus is
counting on you” and our response
was “And I on Him!” With these words
in our hearts, we need to look to the
future without necessarily looking at
how we got where the Cursillo move-
ment is today. 

It is always exciting to think back to
the days when we attracted more
than 200 new candidates during one
year with as many as seven weekends.
And now we have just finished the last
two years with only 22 candidates in
2009 on two weekends and then 9
candidates in 2010 also on two week-
ends. Things needed to change. While
it appears that doors are closing, it is
important to know that God will open
new doors for us to go through in our
walk with Christ.

The Secretariat has made some de-
cisions that are not necessarily popular
with some of our members. We stud-
ied many alternatives, and we spent
countless hours to do what we
thought would best serve the Cursillo
movement in Massachusetts in the im-
mediate future. We heard many broth-
ers who dedicated themselves on two
occasions to prepare for a men’s
weekend only to be disappointed on
both occasions because the commu-
nity failed to provide the candidates for
them to teach. We ALL bear the re-
sponsibility for the cancellation of
those weekends. One particular mem-
ber of those two teams spoke person-
ally to me and asked me why we did-
n’t have a list of candidates before the
team started their work. I really did not
have a good answer to that question.
The main reason for not being able to

tell him why is because as long as I
have been involved the community al-
ways came through. We can no longer
assume that what happened for years
is going to continue. So, with that said,
the Secretariat made some decisions
that we hope will strengthen our pro-
grams for the future.

In 2011 we have only scheduled
one Cursillo weekend. We have contin-
uously asked our members to send in
applications at ANY TIME so that we
can have them on file. To date we have
not received any and we hope that will
change soon. It is important for me to
mention at this point that we have
only “scheduled” one weekend. If the
community sends in more applications
we can and will schedule as many
weekends as needed. We have placed
this responsibility in all of our hands!

We are trying to help Him open
new doors. Our Tripod is now be-
ing sent by email only. We are hoping
that any member who gets it by email
will be kind enough to print a copy for
those brothers and sisters near them
who do no have email and would like
a printed copy. By changing our
method of notifying members of news
we will save more than $2,800.00 in
printing and postage. In the last
printed and snail mailed Tripod, we
notified our members that at our
Summit “the meeting resulted in
some serious and important changes
regarding the emphasis on how Cur-
sillo needs to move in the future.”

In my message to you in that same
Tripod, I spoke of “the 4th day
first.” We are now focusing on more
Fourth Day activities, and you will find
them in the report from the Secretariat
also in this edition of the Tripod. 

In His Love, Your brother in Christ,
Dave

“For we are God’s workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Ephesians 2: 9-10
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Massachusetts
episcopal cursillo®

Secretariat 2010-2011

Dave Wight Lay Director
68 Courier St S Weymouth MA 02190 
781-331-0946 davebwight@aol.com

Dave Quinones Asst. Lay Director
12 Hillside Dr Holliston MA 01746
508-429-4937 dbquin@aol.com 

Erik Forsberg Secretary
9 Woodridge Rd Littleton MA 01460
978-486-3858 eforsberg@ymail.com 

Mal Gurney Treasurer
66 Westminster Rd E Weymouth MA 02189
781-335-5838 reginamg56@comcast.net

Donna Tolley Registrar
109 Alewife Rd Plymouth MA 02360
508-888-9337 spydah714@comcast.net

Norma Newton Asst. Registrar
113 Whitney Ave Stoughton MA 02072
781-344-7180 normanewton@verizon.net 

Karla Semeter
12 Andover St Brockton MA 02302
508-586-2313 md1961@verizon.net

Pam Taylor
824 Woodlands Way Abington MA 02351
617-645-5756 patay2@Verizon.net

Barbara Wight
68 Courier St S Weymouth MA 02190
781-331-0946 ringthing3@aol.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
the tripod

a quarterly newsletter published by the
Massachusetts Episcopal Cursillo

ADDRESS ALL EDITORIAL COMMENTS TO:
Marsha Corliss, Editor

PO Box 1082   Hanson MA 02341
781-447-5521 singspiration@verizon.net

ADDRESS ALL OTHER CORRESPONDENCE TO:
The Lay Director (info listed above)

ADDRESS CURSILLO & RENEWAL WEEKEND

APPLICATIONS TO:
The Registrar (info listed above)

ADDRESS ALL CHECKS AND DONATIONS TO:
The Treasurer (info listed above)

TO CHANGE YOUR EMAIL AND ADDRESS CONTACT

EMAIL COORDINATOR

Barbara Wight (info listed above)

THE DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR

Dick Wright rewright599@comcast.net

WEBMASTERS ALLISON & MAHIR AKARSU

awight6180@yahoo.com
mahirak@yahoo.com

MEC WEBSITE www.satucket.com/mec
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God opens new doors!
from the lay director of the secretariat



t he Bishop wants to hear from us
on what Cursillo means and has
meant in our lives. This is a great
opportunity for us to share with

Bishop Tom our personal experiences
of how Cursillo has helped further our
walk with Christ. We will also explore
with Bishop Tom ways to re-ignite the
Episcopal Cursillo Ministry.

We will begin the evening with a
Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed

by our discussion with Bishop Tom be-
ginning at 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for fellowship and
conversation. Your attendance is very
important.

If you are planning on attending,
please let David Quinones know by
May 5th by either phone 508-429-
4937 or email at dbquin@aol.com.

Ultreya!
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An Evening with Bishop Tom Shaw
May 10, 2011 — 7:00pm

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Southborough, MA

show your support for Cursillo by joining us for a
conversation with Bishop Tom Shaw 

New website and
webmasters

t he Secretariat is pleased to an-
nounce that they have appointed
Allison and Mahir Akarsu as the
new Web Masters for the Massa-

chusetts Episcopal Cursillo. Allison and
Mahir were present at the last meeting
of the Secretariat and made a presen-
tation of their ideas for the new Web-
site. Many questions and suggestions

Massachusetts Episcopal Cursillo®

Friends of Cursillo                   Donation Card
Yes, I want to support the work of the Massachusetts Episcopal Cursillo®.

I (we) hereby pledge: $500.00 $200.00 $100.00 $50.00 $25.00 Other $ 
To be paid: ( ) annually ( ) quarterly ( ) monthly Amount enclosed 

To help fund the work of the Massachusetts Episcopal Cursillo®

( ) This donation is for the calendar year January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011

Name: 

Address:

Phone: Email:

Church and Town:
Please complete this form and return to: Malcolm E Gurney, Treasurer, 66 Westminster Rd Weymouth, MA 02189

Checks should be made payable to MEC with “Friends of Cursillo” in the memo and on the envelope.

kudos!!
The Secretariat
wishes to thank 
Chad Wohlers for 
his service as our 
Webmaster and 
wish him our best 
and God’s blessings
We are pleased to
welcome Allison and
Mahir Akarsu as new
webmasters.

The Secretariat
wishes to thank 
Elgin Summerfelt 
for his service as our
Cursillo Centers 
Coordinator. We are
pleased to welcome
Donna Tolley as our
new Cursillo Centers
Coordinator.

the tripod

were given to them, and they will be
reporting back to the Secretariat at
their next meeting.

We wish to thank Jay McBride for
obtaining a new domain name for us.
When all is ready, we will be proud to
announce this information. 

If any member has any suggestions
or comments, they can contact Allison
or Mahir at awight6180@yahoo.com
or mahirak@yahoo.com. 

Ultreya!



House. You will find more information
on this exciting weekend elsewhere in
the Tripod.

ANNUAL MEETING AND
DIOCESAN ULTREYA

o ur Annual Meeting and Diocesan
Ultreya is scheduled for Saturday

afternoon, April 30th at the Church of
the Good Shepherd in Wareham. More
information regarding this meeting
will be in the next Tripod which
should be sent out the first of April.

COMMUNITY MEETING
WITH BISHOP SHAW

t his very important opportunity to
meet and share your experiences

with Bishop Shaw is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 10th, 7:00pm at St.
Mark’s Parish in Southboro. You will
find further information from our As-
sistant Lay Director, Dave Quinones re-
garding this event in the Tripod.

DAY OF DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING

t he fifth Annual Day of Deeper Un-
derstanding is tentatively scheduled

for Saturday, October 1st, 2011 at a lo-
cation to be decided. Marsha Corliss
has agreed to be Coordinator . More
information will come in the next
Tripod.

CURSILLO WEEKEND
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

a t the present time this weekend is
scheduled for November 10-13,

2011 at a location to be decided later.
Your application for candidates can be
mailed to our Registrar, Donna Tolley
at her address found in the Secretariat
list on page 4 of this Tripod.

Ultreya!

Secretariat
news and
schedule

MARIST HOUSE TO
CLOSE

W e received word just before our
last Secretariat meeting that the

Marist House will be closing their
doors as of June 30, 2011. As a result
of a deficit of over $600,000 last year
and because the Archdiocese of
Boston felt they would need to spend
more than $2,000,000 to renovate the
facility they have decided to place the
Retired Priests in other homes and
shut the doors at the end of June. 

For many years now, The Marist
House has been a wonderful facility
for us to have the many weekends we
have had there. While we are sad
about this situation, it is important to
remember what our Assistant Lay Di-
rector said to me: “The Marist House is
NOT Cursillo!” WE are Cursillo and we
WILL find another facility.” 

The Lay Director has appointed
Karla Semeter, as the “Retreat Center
Coordinator.” She will be receiving any
suggestions for Retreat Centers that
might be available. We are asking that
any member who has any suggestion
to please contact Karla. Her contact in-
formation can be found in the Secre-
tariat list on page 4 of this Tripod.
God will open a new door for us!

The Lay Director contacted Denise
D’Amico, Cursillista with the Roman
Catholic Cursillo, from the Marist
House to wish her Good Luck and
thank her for all the help she has been
to us.

RENEWAL WEEKEND

t he Renewal Weekend and Concert
is scheduled for March 18–20 and

will be our last weekend at the Marist

www.satucket.com/mec 6

cursillo centers
contacts
Coordinator Donna Tolley
508-888-9337
spydah714@comcast.net

All Saints’, Whitman
Marsha Corliss 781-447-5521
Singspiration@verizon.net

Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Acton
Karen Conley 781-275-1280
Conley54@aol.com

Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Wareham
Leslie Perron 508-295-0775
l.perron119@comcast.net

Church of the Holy 
Nativity, Weymouth
Bruce Blakely-Smith 
781-337-1141
brucebs296@yahoo.com
Maureen Doyle 781-331-0273
maureen_mclinden_doyle@
msn.com

Grace Church, Everett
Janis Galvin 617-381-9850
Janispersonal@verizon.net

St. Andrew’s, Framingham
Cathy Thomas 508-528-6521
catamaria6@aol.com

St. Anne’s, North Billerica
Pete and Kathy Jeffrey 
978-851-2608
kathynpete@comcast.net

St. David’s, Yarmouth
Jackie Frasier 508-362-0301
Frasier62@msn.com

St. John’s, Holbrook
Doreen Dean (phone unlisted)

mamadoreen4@aol.com

St. Mark’s, Southborough
Diane Egan 508-740-2101
dianeegan@comcast.net

St. Peter’s, Osterville
Lynn Voccola 508-737-6017
freebyrd1953@comcast.net

Trinity, Rockland
George Whiting 781-871-1395
legal9186@verizon.net



b inki opened the meeting at
10:00 AM. Bill Webb read a
Luke 12 passage from “Day by
Day”. 

Cards were circulated for Norma
Knight, who lost her husband Gus on
January 10th and Lis Gordon who has
been diagnosed with multiple myel-
oma and is being treated in a rehabili-
tation facility. 

A teaching had been planned by
Dave Quinones who was unable to at-
tend the meeting. . . . Jack Foster gave
a teaching based on the Servant Com-
munity booklet in the MEC Library. . . .

We welcomed a newcomer, Leslie
Perron, who has been acting as the
MEC Representative to the Church of
the Good Shepherd in Wareham.

Dave Wight reported that Erik Fors-
berg now has a CD from the National
Episcopal Cursillo containing all the
booklets in the NEC Library. They are
able to be copied and distributed
without special copyright restrictions.
An updated version will be made
available each year.

Group Reunion was shared by all
reporting their Piety–Study–or Action.

Dave Wight reported for Dave
Quinones about the upcoming meet-
ing of the MEC and Bishop Shaw. It is
scheduled for 7:00 PM Tuesday, May
10th at St. Mark’s Church in Southbor-
ough. This was the earliest time that
Bishop Shaw could meet with us. The
purpose of this meeting is to have as
many Cursillistas as possible convey to
the Bishop what Cursillo has meant to
them, not to question the Bishop about
his support for the MEC. This meeting
will be preceded by a pot luck supper.

Dave then continued with some of
the important subjects of the recent
Secretariat meeting which included:

1. Donna Tolley will be taking over as Cursillo
Centers Coordinator in place of Elgin Sum-
merfelt.

2. The Marist House is closing permanently
June 30th! All the banners will be removed
from the cellar of the Marist House and
brought to the meeting with Bishop Shaw to
be picked up by the Rector/a’s of their corre-
sponding weekends or to someone else who
will take responsibility for them. The Secre-
tariat is studying new locations for us to
have weekends. The cabinets of all the
weekend materials will be stored some-
where else at a place to be determined.

3. Chad Wohler is relinquishing his task as
Webmaster to Allison and Mahir Akarsu. 

4. Inputs for the next Tripod should be re-
ceived by Marsha Corliss by February 7th for
an electronic mailing about February 15th.

5. The Secretariat had decided to change the
date of the Annual Meeting/Diocesan Ul-
treya to April 23rd. It was pointed out that
this was unacceptable because it is the Sat-
urday after Good Friday prior to Easter. The
previous Tripod had said that plans were be-
ing made for it to be held on May 15th (Sun-
day) which was probably meant to be Satur-
day, May 14th. It was scheduled to be held
at Church of the Good Shepherd in Ware-
ham. The Secretariat will review this and
have it publicized in the next Tripod.

6. Karla Semeter is coordinator for finding a
new location for weekends.

7. The date and location for the Day of Deeper
Understanding have not been decided yet.

8. The Renewal Weekend is planned for March
18–20th at the Marist House with Bill and
Pam Taylor putting on a concert Saturday
evening. Details will be in the next Tripod.

Ellen Harland passed along a com-
ment about Service Team selection.
There has been difficulty getting volun-
teers because of the expense ($160.00)
to participate. She suggested having
them go at no charge since they do so
much work on a weekend. 

There was some discussion about
the snailmailing of the Tripods to
those who request it. Donna Tolley
volunteered to mail Tripods out to
those who request them. Requests
should be sent to Barbara Wight or to
Donna Tolley. . . .

Dick Wright, Secretary
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Dave reminded
the Servant
Community of
their help in
publicizing the
need for
volunteers for 
the Secretariat.
There are now 
3 Secretariat
members that
need to be
replaced. . . .

Servant
Community
members
Marsha Corliss
Kathy & Pete Jeffrey
Karen Conley
Jerry Silvia
Jack Foster
Erik Forsberg
Ellen Harland
Elgin Summerfelt
Dick & Binki Wright
Dave Wight
Dave Quinones
Claudette Chander
Chad Wohlers
Bill Harland
Barbara Wight
Allison Akarsu
Donna Tolley
Leslie Perron
Bill Webb

The next Servant
Community
meeting will be
held at 10:00am
on September 10
at Trinity Church
in Canton.

excerpts from the Servant community/
reunion meeting – Feb. 5, 2011



editor’s corner
a t the last Servant Community meet-

ing while sitting next to Dick Wright,
I noticed in his notebook a card with
the title “Radiating Christ.” He wasn’t
sure where he got it. He mentioned it
had been there for quite a while; and
it may have been palanca. It touched
my heart and I would like to share it
with you. 

Radiating Christ
August 26, 1910 – September 5, 1997
Dear Jesus,
Help us to spread your fragrance
everywhere we go. Flood our souls with
your spirit and life. Penetrate and possess
our whole being, so utterly, that our lives
may only be a radiance of yours. Shine
through us, and be so in us, that every
soul we come in contact with may feel
your presence in our soul. Let them look
up and see no longer us but only Jesus!
Stay with us, and then we shall begin to
shine as you shine; so to shine as to be a
light to others; the light, O Jesus will be
all from you, none of it will be ours; it will
be you, shining on others – through us.
Let us thus praise you in the way you love
best by shining on those around us. Let us
preach you without preaching, not by
words but by our example, by the catching
force, the sympathetic influence of what
we do, the evident fullness of the love our
hearts bear to you. Amen.

Missionaries of Charity Fathers – Tijuana Mexico
c/o Box 1959, Chula Vista CA 91912, USA

h ow is YOUR 4th day going?

love, peace, joy, Marsha

from the archives
w hen we think about the church’s

purpose in the world, many things
can come to mind. We think about
good works the church is about, we
think about the witness to Jesus we
are bound to make, and perhaps we
think of how the church functions as a
place we can grow spiritually. All of
the above are important aspects of the
church's mission, but I think the most
fundamental purpose of the church is
to be a community of prayer.

Prayer is the glue that holds us to-
gether, and the means by which we

Ultreya!

catch the vision of everything else we
do as Christians. Our liturgy each Sun-
day is nothing more than a series of
prayers which are always answered by
Christ with the gift of His Son’s Body
and Blood.

With all that in mind, it strikes me
that Lent is a particularly good time to
take stock of our prayer lives: both the
corporate prayer we offer together in
church, and the private prayer life we
experience in other places.

How’s your prayer life these days? Is
it something that is a part of every day
for you? Is it something you make
time for, or only when you happen to
think about it? Of what do your
prayers consist?

I have two unsolicited pieces of ad-
vice for you: First, make time this Lent
for prayer. Second, spend as much
time listening in your prayers as you
do asking God for something.

Time for God is never as meaningful
when we have it hit or miss. Find a
time that’s right for you and make it
part of your daily discipline, like brush-
ing your teeth! Take only five minutes
to start, but spend that time alone and
in quiet each day. Find a special place
in your home to have this time, and
see that you are in a comfortable pos-
ture as you pray (not too comfortable,
though, lying down may produce an
unplanned nap!).

Once you’ve got that time and
place, spend at least half of it just lis-
tening. Yes, God wants to hear your
concerns and petitions, but God also
wants you to hear Him as well! Open
your mind and your heart, and God
will speak in some way to you. Maybe
it will be an answer you have been
searching for, or, more likely, it will be
a sense of being loved by God which
will more than arm you for the day to
come.

Soon, if you follow this regimen,
you will find that 5 minutes is not
enough, and that you need to spend
more time in prayer. You will also find
that this is not some onerous task, but
something to which you look forward
each day. Give it a try; I'll be glad to
hear how you are doing!

Fr. Craig Lister
Winter 2006 Tripod

Ultreya contact
information

All Saints’ in Whitman
monthly 3rd Friday 

7:30 pm (except
Dec/June/July/August)    

Contact Jack & Kathye Foster
508-378-4818

fosterjk2@verizon.net  

Good Shepherd in Acton
Fridays of Cursillo 
Weekends 7:15pm

Contact Karen Conley
781-275-1280

Conley54@aol.com  

Good Shepherd in Wareham
bi-monthly 

2nd Friday 7:30 pm    
Contact Donna Tolley  

508-888-9337
spydah714@comcast.net   

St. David’s in Yarmouth 
monthly 1st Friday 

7:00 pm    
Contact Jackie Frasier  

508-362-0301
Frasier62@msn.com  

St John’s in Holbrook
June / July/ August 

7:30 pm
Contact Mary Joseph

781-871-8062
mjoseph57@verizon.net

Cursillistas 
In memoriam

Gus Knight—passed away
January 10, 2011, 

made his Cursillo in 
February 1979, served 

on many service teams, 
7 teams including being 
the Rector for the March

1986 Men’s Cursillo.

Arthur (Art) D, McAskill,
retired Episcopal minister—

passed away January 17,
2011, made his weekend
February 1978 at MEC #5 

and served on three
weekend teams.
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