The following are the readings for the Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 26, Fourth Sunday before Advent), Nov. 5, according to the Revised Common (RCL), Episcopal (ECUSA), Roman Catholic, Canadian BAS, and the Church of England (Common Worship) lectionaries. All readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible. Unless noted otherwise, the ECUSA and Canadian lectionaries (but *not* the C of E Common Worship lectionary) are identical to the RCL for this day. Throughout Pentecost the alternate RCL Psalm would normally be used with the alternate RCL O. T. reading. Note also that the Canadian RCL does not have the alternative readings.



OLD TESTAMENT:  Joshua 3: 7 - 17  (RCL)

Josh 3:7 (NRSV) The LORD said to Joshua, "This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with Moses. 8 You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, "When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.'" 9 Joshua then said to the Israelites, "Draw near and hear the words of the LORD your God." 10 Joshua said, "By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Ca'naanites, Hit'tites, Hi'vites, Per'izzites, Gir'gashites, Am'orites, and Jeb'usites: 11 the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 12 So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap." 
14 When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. 15 Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16 the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zar'ethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Ar'abah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan. 


Micah 3: 5 - 12  (C of E, alt. for RCL)

Mica 3:5 (NRSV) Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets 
who lead my people astray, 
who cry "Peace" 
when they have something to eat, 
but declare war against those 
who put nothing into their mouths. 
6 Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, 
and darkness to you, without revelation. 
The sun shall go down upon the prophets, 
and the day shall be black over them; 
7 the seers shall be disgraced, 
and the diviners put to shame; 
they shall all cover their lips, 
for there is no answer from God. 
8 But as for me, I am filled with power, 
with the spirit of the LORD, 
and with justice and might, 
to declare to Jacob his transgression 
and to Israel his sin. 
9 Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob 
and chiefs of the house of Israel, 
who abhor justice 
and pervert all equity, 
10 who build Zion with blood 
and Jerusalem with wrong! 
11 Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, 
its priests teach for a price, 
its prophets give oracles for money; 
yet they lean upon the LORD and say, 
"Surely the LORD is with us! 
No harm shall come upon us." 
12 Therefore because of you 
Zion shall be plowed as a field; 
Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, 
and the mountain of the house a wooded height. 


Milachi 1: 14b - 2: 2b, 8 - 10  (Roman Catholic)

Mala 1:14 (NRSV) I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name is reverenced among the nations. 
2:1 And now, O priests, this command is for you. 2 If you will not listen, if you will not lay it to heart to give glory to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse on you and I will curse your blessings;

8 But you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by your instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 9 and so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you have not kept my ways but have shown partiality in your instruction. 
10 {The Covenant Profaned by Judah} Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors? 


PSALM 107: 1 - 7, 33 - 37  (RCL)

Psal 107:1 (NRSV) O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
those he redeemed from trouble 
3 and gathered in from the lands, 
from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 
4 Some wandered in desert wastes, 
finding no way to an inhabited town; 
5 hungry and thirsty, 
their soul fainted within them. 
6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress; 
7 he led them by a straight way, 
until they reached an inhabited town. 

33 He turns rivers into a desert, 
springs of water into thirsty ground, 
34 a fruitful land into a salty waste, 
because of the wickedness of its inhabitants. 
35 He turns a desert into pools of water, 
a parched land into springs of water. 
36 And there he lets the hungry live, 
and they establish a town to live in; 
37 they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
and get a fruitful yield. 
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Part I   Confitemini Domino    (ECUSA BCP)
 
1  	Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
 	and his mercy endures for ever.
 
2  	Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
 	that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
 
3  	He gathered them out of the lands; *
 	from the east and from the west,
 	from the north and from the south.
  
4  	Some wandered in desert wastes; *
 	they found no way to a city where they might dwell.
 
5  	They were hungry and thirsty; *
 	their spirits languished within them.
 
6  	Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
 	and he delivered them from their distress.
 
7  	He put their feet on a straight path *
 	to go to a city where they might dwell.
 
 
33  	The Lord changed rivers into deserts, *
 	and water-springs into thirsty ground,
 
34  	A fruitful land into salt flats, *
 	because of the wickedness of those who dwell there.
 
35  	He changed deserts into pools of water *
 	and dry land into water-springs.
 

36  	He settled the hungry there, *
 	and they founded a city to dwell in.
 
37  	They sowed fields, and planted vineyards, *
 	and brought in a fruitful harvest.



Psalm 43 (C of E, alt. for RCL)

Psal 43:1 (NRSV) Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 
against an ungodly people; 
from those who are deceitful and unjust 
deliver me! 
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 
why have you cast me off? 
Why must I walk about mournfully 
because of the oppression of the enemy? 
3 O send out your light and your truth; 
let them lead me; 
let them bring me to your holy hill 
and to your dwelling. 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
to God my exceeding joy; 
and I will praise you with the harp, 
O God, my God. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
my help and my God. 


43   Judica me, Deus   (ECUSA BCP)
 
1  	Give judgment for me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people; *
 deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.
 
2  	For you are the God of my strength;
why have you put me from you? *
 and why do I go so heavily while the enemy
		oppresses me?
 
3  	Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, *
 and bring me to your holy hill
 and to your dwelling;
 
4  	That I may go to the altar of God,
to the God of my joy and gladness; *
 and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God.
 

5  	Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
 and why are you so disquieted within me?
 
6  	Put your trust in God; *
 for I will yet give thanks to him,
 who is the help of my countenance, and my God.


Psalm 131  (Roman Catholic)

Psal 131:1 (NRSV) O LORD, my heart is not lifted up, 
my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 
too great and too marvelous for me. 
2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
like a weaned child with its mother; 
my soul is like the weaned child that is with me.  
3 O Israel, hope in the LORD 
from this time on and forevermore. 


NEW TESTAMENT:  1 Thessalonians 2: 9 - 13   (RCL, C of E)

1The 2:9 (NRSV) You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you believers. 11 As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, 12 urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
13 We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers. 

17 As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being separated from you--in person, not in heart--we longed with great eagerness to see you face to face. 18 For we wanted to come to you--certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again--but Satan blocked our way. 19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 20 Yes, you are our glory and joy! 


1 Thessalonians 2: 7b - 9, 13  (Roman Catholic)

1The 2:7 (NRSV) (W)e were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
9 You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

13 We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers. 


GOSPEL:  Matthew 23: 1 - 12  (all but C of E)

Matt 23:1 (NRSV) Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 "The scribes and the Phar'isees sit on Moses' seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6 They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. 9 And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father--the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. 


Matthew 24: 1 - 14   (C of E)

Matt 24:1 (NRSV) {The Destruction of the Temple Foretold} As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2 Then he asked them, "You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down." 
3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 4 Jesus answered them, "Beware that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, "I am the Messiah!' and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: 8 all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
9 "Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of my name. 10 Then many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come. 


